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This is due to the fact that all
authors will faithfully repeat the
Japanese versions, thus creating
additional avalanches of miscon-
ceptions, inaccuracies and misun-
derstanding.

I have yet to see an original
publication based on the research
and the work of the author him-
self, who has disputed the Japa-
nese views.

However, surprising informa-
tion of fundamental importance
was published by Mrs. Joan Young
Dickinson in The Book of Pearls,
1968, Brown Publishers, Inc.,
New York. The author repeats the
usual version of the discovery of
the pearl technique but in pages
157-158, makes the following rev-
elation:

“.Dbut in the records of
their experiences (of T. Mise and
Nishikawa), there is one curious
coincidence that may or may not
have some bearing on their sud-
den emergence in the pearl world.
This was that they both had
knowledge of Australian oyster-
men and their work with oysters:
Mise through his stepfather, who
as a government inspector of
oysters, helped his son to make
pearls just after he returned from
a trip to Australian oyster beds;
Nishikawa in connection with his
work as a zoologist went to Aus-
tralia to visit the oyster beds just
before starting his pearl-making
experiments. It seems possible
that at the turn of the century
an unsung Australian oysterman
hit accidentally upon the method
Mikimoto had sought for so many
years and passed his secret along
unwittingly to these two brilliant
young Japanese.”

In the rest of her 248 pages,
the author does not mention
Saville-Kent or elaborate on the
‘unsung Australian oysterman.
She was totally unaware of the
Australian pearl developments
but in a few lines accurately

points to the origination of the
technique. My efforts to contact
Dickinson for the origin of her in-
formation were not successful.

SAVILLE-KENT

In July 1986, after 28 years, I
again visited Saville-Kent’s pearl
farm at Albany Island just across
from Somerset. Since 1961, a Jap-
anese-owned and controlled pearl
farm was established in this mec-
ca of Australian heritage. Many
of the remains of the early ruins
were destroyed by new construc-
tion. However, I was able to locate
same of the remains of the old es-
tablishment:

a. A peculiarly shaped, concrete
water tank strongly construct-
ed, which apparently was uti-
lized for experimentations or
production. I was unable to
re-construct the method of its
utilization.

b. A large concrete floor thatthe
Japanese had utilized half as
working floor, the remaining
half as a storage shed.

c. Two water wells still sup-
plying drinking water, con-
structed with sand-lime mix-
ture similar to the one across
in Somerset Beach construct-
ed by the Jardines.

d. Two retaining walls, still in
use, constructed with sand-
lime.

e. A flight of entrance steps to
the farm, approximately 3
meters wide, constructed with
sand-lime, still in use.

f. A half-rusted, early period
camp oven.

So far in Australia no kind
of appreciation has ever been ex-
tended to William Saville-Kent
from any quarters even for his re-
markable detailed recording and
presentation of the “Great Bar-
rier Reef)” some 95 years ago at
this writing.

Today, this barrier reef has
become a means of prosperity for
many Queenslanders, exploita-
tion by entrepreneurs and enjoy-
ment of its marvels by droves of
tourists. His three scientific books
are still textbooks for research-
ers.

In my own private efforts, I
have expressed a small apprecia-
tion to Saville-Kent for some of
the recognition he is long over-
due:

a. In my paper “The Cultured
Pearl: Its History and Devel-
opment”, Australian Gemolo-
gist, June 1966 - Jan. 1967;
Lapidiary Journal of Ameri-
ca, July to Sept. 1967, I have
reinstated Saville-Kent as the
father of modern day pearl
cultivating techniques.

b. Two of my papers on the his-
tory and technique of culti-
vated pearls published by the
South Pacific Bulletin (fourth
quarters of 1968 and 1969),
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were dedicated to the memory
of Saville-Kent.

c. In my Report to the Govern-
ment of Papua New Guinea
and the FAO of the United
Nations, “The Pearl”, January
1978 (169 pages), I have re-
ferred to the Mise- Nishikawa
controversy, extending due
appreciation to Saville-Kent.

d. In 1982, my 112-foot pearl

mothership boat was named
TSMV WILLIAM SAVILLE-
KENT.
Since 1983, it has been my in-
tention to establish “The Wil-
liam Saville-Kent Memorial
Pearl Museum,” an original
comprehensive institution,
making available to Austra-
lians the science and tech-
niques of the pearl and its de-
velopment.

In conclusion, I would like

to see due recognition extended
to William Saville-Kent for the
discovery of the pearl technique
which became so important to Ja-
pan, Australia and other regions
in the Indo-Pacific.

In addition, I would like to
see the construction of a memo-
rial cairn in Thursday Island, the
past and present-day center of our
pearling industry, in honor of Wil-
liam Saville-Kent and all other
pearl pioneers. <

WILLIAM SAVILLE-KENT

aville-Kent, William (1845-1908), marine
Sbiologist and author, was born William

Savill Kent on 10 July 1845 at Cliff Cottage,
Sidmouth, the youngest of 10 children of Samuel
Kent (1801-1872), sub-inspector of factories, and
his first wife Mary Ann (1809-1852), daughter of
Thomas Windus, coach builder and Fellow of the
Royal Society of Antiquaries. Both his parents were
from London but the family moved to Devon in
1833.

Saville-Kent was the most important pre-
federation figure in Australian fisheries and one of
the first professional fisheries scientists. His early
career was in the British museums where he came
under the notice of the leading biologists such as
Owen, Huxley and Flower.

His first professional appointment was to assist
William Flower in the Museum of the Royal College
of Surgeons, where he first met Thomas Huxley. He
then moved to the British Museum under Owen and
John Gray and in 1870, with the support of lions
of the London biological community, he received a
grant from the Royal Society to survey for sponges
and corals in the waters off Portugal in the yacht
Norna.

This work initiated his commitment to living
marine fauna and, around the same time, Frank
Bucklandintroduced him toaquaculture. Frustrated
by lack of promotion, he left the Museum in 1873
and struck out in a new direction.

He saw in the new public aquaria, then under
construction in a number of British cities, great
potential for experimental marine biology and
accepted an appointment as resident naturalist at
the Brighton Aquarium.

William Saville-Kent at work on Barrier Reef
photographing live coral.

After Brighton, he held similar positions in
Manchester and at the Westminster Aquarium in
London. From his experience in these facilities grew
an ambition to establish a national marine laboratory
and in 1877 he floated a company, backed by prominent
biologists such as Owen, to achieve this objective.

When this venture (and a second involving the
Brighton Aquarium) failed, he accepted his first
appointment in Australia in 1884.
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